Historical Society of the Town of Middletown, Delaware County

Bylaws

ARTICLE I. Membership and dues.
1. Any person interested in the purposes of the Society, who fills out a membership card and pays the appropriate dues, shall be a “dues-paying member.”

2. Annual dues for individual adults shall be $20.

3. Annual dues for individual students and senior citizens (those over age 60) shall be $10.

4. Annual dues for families (two or members of a household) shall be $30.

5. Annual dues for non-profit organizations and institutions shall be $30.

6. Annual dues for businesses shall be $40.

7. All memberships begin on October 1 and end on September 30 of each year. Membership is not effective until dues are paid. Those not paid by November 30 shall be dropped from the membership roll until dues are paid. 

8. Dues will be collected at the Annual/Reorganization Meeting in October, and through a mailing, which will be conducted at least six weeks prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE II. Meetings.

1. The Society shall meet at least four times per year. Additional, or special meetings may be called by the Executive Committee.

2. The October meeting shall be the Annual/Reorganization Meeting, at which time elections will be held and new officers and trustees seated. 

3. One-fifth of the members of the Society shall constitute a quorum.

4. The Executive Committee shall meet at least eight times per year. Special meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the President. A majority of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE III. Duties of Officers and the Executive Committee.

1. The President shall supervise the activities of the Society within the scope provided by these bylaws, and shall preside at all meetings of the Society and of the Executive Committee. The president shall report annually on the activities of the Society and shall appoint members of committees.

2. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in the event of absence, incapacity, or resignation of the President.

3. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Society and of the Executive Committee, and conduct correspondence as requested.

4. The Treasurer shall be responsible for safekeeping of Society funds, for maintaining adequate financial records and for depositing all monies with a reliable bank in the name of the Society. Monies shall be paid out by numbered checks. The Treasurer or the President shall sign checks for amounts up to $100. The Treasurer and/or President and a duly named person shall sign checks for amounts over $100 (two authorized signatories required). The third signatory shall be named at the Annual/Reorganization Meeting.

5. The Executive Committee shall have the power to conduct all business of the Society. It shall set policy and shall coordinate activities of the Society with input and cooperation from the membership.

ARTICLE IV. Committees 
The Society may have the following standing committees, appointed by the President:

1. Collections Committee. Responsible for collecting, cataloguing, caring for, arranging and repairing books, manuscripts, newspapers, and other historical source material.

2. Fundraising Committee. Responsible for planning and carrying out fundraising events and investigating grant opportunities.

3. Governance Committee. Responsible for structure and policies of the organization, and for compiling an annual slate of candidates for seats on the Executive Committee.

4. Program Committee. Responsible for arranging suitable programs for the general membership meetings.

5. Membership Committee. Responsible for annual membership drive mailing, for processing memberships and for maintaining member list.

6. Communications Committee. Responsible for preparing and distributing press releases and advertisements on Society programs and activities, and for developing a membership newsletter.

7. Education Committee. Responsible for developing educational programs and projects for students and adults.

8. Audit Committee. Reviews any and all audits of the Society.

Other committees, standing or special, may be appointed by the President as directed by the Society or Executive Committee.

ARTICLE V. Parliamentary Authority. 

The rules contained in Roberts Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings of the Society, except in cases governed by the Constitution or the Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI. Amendments.

These Bylaws may be amended at any regular or special meeting by a two-thirds vote of those voting, provided notice was given at the previous meeting. Or they may be amended at a special meeting called for that purpose, with previous notice and a two-thirds vote. All proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing by the Executive Committee.

Adopted by HSM Members Oct. 23, 2021
