
Historical Society of the Town of Middletown, Delaware County

Constitution

ARTICLE 1. Name.

The name of this Society shall be The Historical Society of the Town of Middletown, Delaware County

ARTICLE II. Purpose.

The purpose of The Historical Society of the Town of Middletown, Delaware County is to build awareness and appreciation of the heritage of the Town of Middletown, Delaware County, New York, by discovering, preserving and making accessible historical information and materials related to the Township and its environs. These objectives will be achieved through educational programs and preservation projects, and through cooperation and collaboration with other local organizations.

ARTICLE III. Membership.
Membership shall be of the following classes:

1. Individual, including student, adult and senior citizen

2. Household, for two or more members of a living unit 

3. Non-profit institutions and organizations

4. Businesses

5. Sustaining, for those providing additional support 

6. Honorary, for individuals or organizations whose activities or contributions have furthered the objectives of the Society. Honorary members shall be nominated by the Board of Trustees and elected at the Annual Meeting of the Society.

ARTICLE IV. Annual Meeting.

The Annual Meeting of members of the Society shall be held during October.
ARTICLE V. Board of Trustees and Executive Committee
There must be at least seven people on the Board of Trustees. Trustees shall be elected for a term of three years. 

The Executive Committee of the Board shall be composed of four officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. Officers will be selected by the Board at the annual reorganization meeting following the Annual Meeting of Members. Officers serve for one year and may serve consecutive terms.
ARTICLE VI. Election of Trustees.

1. All trustees shall be elected by a plurality of votes cast by voice ballot of current dues-paying members at the Annual Meeting. Family, institutional, organizational or business membership shall convey authority to cast a single vote.

2. At least two months prior to the Annual Meeting, the Governance Committee shall determine positions to be filled at the next election and will assess and review the paid members of the Society to determine who is interested in serving as a trustee. 

3. The Governance Committee shall confer to develop a slate of candidates for presentation at the Annual Meeting. To be eligible, candidates must be dues-paying Society members in good standing.

4. Nominations may also be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting. 

5. Trustees shall be installed at the close of the Annual Meeting at which they are elected, and shall serve until their successors have been duly elected and installed. In the event of resignation or incapacitation of any trustee, the Board of Trustees shall vote to fill such vacancy through the duration of its term. Appointees must be dues-paying Society members in good standing.

ARTICLE VII. Distribution of Assets upon Dissolution.

In the event of dissolution of the Society, assets shall be distributed to a similarly public-spirited organization for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of Section 501 C (3) of the Internal Revenue Service Code, or corresponding section of any future Federal tax code.

ARTICLE VIII. Amendment.

This Constitution may be amended at any regular or special meeting by a two-thirds vote of those eligible members attending, provided notice was given 30 days prior to the meeting. All proposed amendments shall be submitted to the membership by the Board of Trustees in writing.
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